
Orangeburgh German-Swiss Genealogical Society 

Oktoberfest 2014 
October 10th and 11th, 2014 

 
Program Schedule 

 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2014 

A. S. Salley Archives open for research ..................................................... 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM 

Registration – Family Life Center ........................................................... 4:00 – 6:15 PM 

Exhibit Area open – Family Tables, Vendors, Other Societies ....................... 4:00 – 6:15 PM 

President’s Dinner (advance purchase required) .......................................................  6:30 PM 
Speaker: Dr. Michael Byrd, White Poverty and Poor Relief in St. Philips and St. 
Matthews Parishes, 1725-1775 

 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2014 

Exhibit Area open – Family Tables, Vendors, Other Societies ............... 8:30 AM – 3:00 PM 

Registration (coffee, juice, pastries, and fruit available) ...............................  8:30 AM 

Annual Business Meeting ............................................................................................... 9:00 AM 

Ya’ll Come: Early Marketing of South Carolina in Europe, William Delk ...................... 9:30 AM 

Westward Ho: Outmigration via the Federal Road, video by Larry Holman .............. 10:00 AM 

Break .................................................................................................................... 10:45 AM 

DNA Basics: yDNA and Beyond, Lynn Teague ............................................................ 11:00 AM 

Lunch (advance purchase required) ...................................................  12:00 – 1:00 PM 

Progress at the Salley Archives, Eric Powell .................................................................... 1:00 PM 

Working with Your Autosomal DNA Test Results ................................................ 1:15 – 2:00 PM 

Individual DNA Consultations* ......................................................................... 2:00 – 3:00 PM 
 Lynn Teague, Margaret Waters 
 (*or small group discussions as participants desire) 

Some family tables, vendors, and other societies may not be available the entire time. 
Meal purchase deadline is October 3, 2014.  Revised 11 October 2014 
 

Eric
Highlight



Y’all Come: Early Marketing of South Carolina in Europe 
 

Outline 
 

I. Y’all - a Southern inspired word for the plural personal pronoun which is now part of 
proper English. 

II. Beginning in 1680, William Penn and others wrote pamphlets promoting the colony of 
Pennsylvania. 

A. Immigration of large number German-Swiss to NY, NJ, and NC preceded large-
scale immigration to SC. Overall, PA received 10 times the number who settled in SC. 

III. In 1706, the “Golden Book” was published in Frankfurt, Germany, promoting the colony 
of Carolina. Immigrants who responded were sent to places other than SC. 

IV. In 1731 Purry wrote “A Description of the Province of South Carolina, drawn up at 
Charles Town in September 1731,” which was published in newspapers in Switzerland and also 
as a pamphlet. This resulted in immigration in 1732 to Purrysburg and in 1735, several hundred 
German-Swiss immigrated to Orangeburg. So that which began in Purrysburg continued through 
several parts of South Carolina over the next 35-40 years. 

V. In 1740, a promotional pamphlet promoting Sax Gotha was written by Hans Jacob 
Riemensperger. 

VI. In1753, another pamphlet promoting Sax Gotha was written by Johannes Tobler. 

VII. Therefore, active marketing of SC  … the “Golden Book”, three pamphlets, newspaper 
articles, almanacs, and personal letters had a major impact in encouraging German-Swiss to 
immigrate to SC. 
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14 A HISTORY OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH IN S. C. 

Neither official firmness nor such tragedies had much effect. 
People continued to leave Switzerland-in families and 
groups, or by themselves. No one can calculate how many 
did so because of "Mr. Purry's little book" and countless 
others like it which extolled the glories of a land flowing with 
milk and honey where a man could make a fortune in a few 
years. 

Certainly one of the main attractions to German and Swiss 
settlers was the ingenious plan for which Governor Johnson 
gets credit, to establish a range of Townships on the outer 
reaches of the Colony and people them with indigent Protes
tants. The plan was a fitting solution to the problems of 
protecting the frontier, settling the Colony and ultimately 
making a profit. It is a matter of wonder that other colonial 
governments had not thought of it. Everyone knew that the 
refugees from the continent were creating a crisis. Com
passion for the "poor Protestants" could be very useful in the 
struggle to secure the back country of South Carolina. The 
Townsbip plan was initiated i,n...l.U,!, offering any poor Protes
tant wi1linLt~ settle in th.JLS~cifie~ _ "I:.0wnship, transport~, 
~ui.pme(lt and provisions togethel" with a grant of fifty acres ---.--- -- - .---- .---- --
~. 

Beyond the coast, Carolina was very sparsely settled in 
1730. In that year John Hunter mapped a trip westward to 
the Indian country and on to the Mississippi. He carefully 
noted each day's travel distance in time and in miles. From 
Charleston he moved up toward the Santee where the Huge
nots located and then along the lower side of the river to the 
Broad and beyond. He notes trading posts and settlers and 
many Indian towns but the map is intriguing partly for the 
empty places above and below the Santee where scrawled 
notations indicate how little is known of these areas. To the 
South the frontier appears to begin almost at the little settle
ment of Wilton on the North side of the Edisto. Where this 
river divides into North and South branches, Hunter pens in 
the words, "very fine land." Amelia appears as a known place 
as well as such familiar spots as Congre, Sandy Run, 6 Mile 
and 12 Mile Creeks, Saluda Rio and Hollow Creek. North of 
the Santee there are no trading posts or settlements. Where 
the Pedee River should be there is a note: "extra-ordinary 
good land not settled (1730)." 
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IJEGINNINGS BEFORE 1803 15 

South Carolina was in effect, the town of Charlestow!lw. with 
its surrounding plantations and farms, the French settlers on 
the lower Santee and scattered inhabitants along the river 
mouths and marshland inlets. The town itself was neatly 
blocked off and filled with mostly wooden structures shuttered 
against the weather and the mosquitoes. Some few public 
buildings were more sturdily built. St. Philip's church was 
built of brick in 1711 and replaced an edifice "of black cypress 
on a brick foundation (ca. 1682)." 13 

The frontier was only a short ride in any direction and the 
townspeople concerned themselves a great deal with the threat 
posed by the various tribes of Indians who formed the West
ern boundaries. The Catawbas, the Cherokees, the Chicka
saws, the Creeks and the Chocktaws were the nations whose 
peoples were on varying degrees of friendliness with the 
settlers, the traders and the government. The colonists had 
enslaved Indians in the early days of settlement and tended 
to over-react violently at any sign of unrest or hostility from 
the tribes. Their anxiety was further compounded by the dis
proportionate growth of the black slave population imported 
from the West Indies and Africa." The English inclination 
to treat the black as a chattel was aggravated by the certainty 
that having de-humanized him, he was the more suspect of 
treachery and violent revolt. 

"Into this maelstrom of passion and land-grabbing", as 
Wallace put it, "was launched Governor Johnson's plan for 
defense and expansion by bringing new settlers into a series 
of townships girdling the entire frontier." 16 The poor protes~ 
tants were to be settled there as a buffer against the Indian 
(and the Spanish or French), as manpower for defense 
against a possible Negro uprising, and hopefully, as consumers 
and productive laborers. 

PURRYSBURG 1732 
John Peter Purry was the first to seize the opportunity 

presented by the Township plan. He had already had a 
checkered and picturesque career as an entrepeneur. At one 

13 Wallace, 01'. cit., Vol. I, p. 143. 
U The Assembly passed several laws in its first fifty years trying to 

entice white indentured servants into the colony as a means ot saiety 
against the growing number of negroes, but the planters refused to use 
Such labor in the place of slaves. 

I~ Ibid., Vol. I, p. 333. 

• 
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16 A HISTORY OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH IN S. C. 

LOCATION 

TOWN ISH"" 

IOUTH OAIIOUNA 

Ma,p from Julian J. Pllttll, growth. a,nd distribution 01 populatio1& in 
S_th Carolina. 

time a Director of the East India Company, he had failed in 
previous commercial enterprises in Holland and Paris, had 
introduced wine-growing among Swiss settlers in South Africa, 
and had laid before the English king a proposition for coloniz
ing far-off Australia.1I As early as 1724 he approached the 
same monarch about planting a colony in Carolina. The bene
fits he was to gain from the venture included a large land 
grant, status as a Colonel, and the position of "Judge" of 
the settlement. 

With the establishment of the Township plan, Purry pro
posed again in 1730 to "settle 600 Swiss Protestants . . . 
within the space of six years ... and that Purry be granted 
12,000 acres for himself free from all quit rents." 17 Later, 
by petition, this was raised to 48,000 acres. He was also to 
receive 600 pounds sterling for each 100 settlers he brought 
to his colony. To lure prospects, Purry wrote his "famous" 

Ie Note. of Dr. H. Georee Anderson, citing the Hist~c".-biograph
uchfl LfI:r:ikon fUr Schwfliz. (Neuenberg, 1929) Vol. V, p. 60. 

17 Henry A. M. Smith, "Purrysburgh." The South Carolina Historical 
and Genealogical Magazine, X:4 (October, 1909) pp. 187 et seq. 
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BEGINNINGS BEFORE 1803 17 

little book which gave a glowing description of Carolina as 
a land full of castles and cattle. He offered his pr~ctive 
adventurers the option of paying their way with 50 CroWll8 
or going over as servants under a three-year indenture. 

The first shipload of 61 persons arrived at Charlestown in 
November of 1732 abroad the ship "Peter and James." Two 
rnore ships arrived in December carrying Mr. Purry and the 
remainder of the settlers. The whole number of persons ac
cording to Purry was 152. Each one over the age of twelve 
years was given 8 bushels of corn and peas, 300 pounds of 
beef, 50 of pork, 200 pounds of rice, a bushel of salt, an axe, 
one broad and one narrow hoe. For every five persons there 
was a cow, a calf and a young sow together with some shot 
and powder. 

Purry's arrangement also reserved the land six miles in all 
directions from a pine tree in the middle of the township. 
This added an incredible 109,500 acres. No one was to be 
allowed to take up grants within this area, but those who 
had the power did so, including the Governor himself. 

Troubles beset promoter Purry almost from the start. Some. 
of the people took one look at the land they had traveled ~~l 
far to have and then sold it before procuring a title and d;? 
parted for other parts of the colony. The climate was vastly~ 
different than mountainous Switzerland and this made the 
strenuous physical labor of clearing the land more debilitating. 
The·constant menace of malaria and other diseases discour
aged others. Purry's son complained in a petition of 1738 
that the intrusion of outsiders and the distribution of grants 
Supposed to be reserved for the Purrysburgers prevented 
many from supporting themselves and caused them to dis
perse. Besides all that, their minister, the Rev. Joseph Bugnion 
did not suit the settlers. The pastors at Ebenezer report that 
"as they accused him of a wicked life, and of mixing in bad 
affairs they chased him away, and now they are without a 
minister." u 

The little town on the Savannah grew in the 1730's and 
came to include over 600 inhabitants and more than 100 
houses. Before the end of the decade it was already beginning 
to decline and Purry's promises were never really fulfilled . 

• \8 Urlsperger, Nachrichten, Vol. I, p. 89. Translated in William J. 
Rinke, "The Origin of the Reformed Church in South Carolina." Journal 
0/ the Presbytrnan Historical Society. III :8, pp. 369-70. 
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18 A HISTORY OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH IN S. C. 

i Purrysburg was the first settlement within the borders of 
South Carolina to include Germans as well as Swiss and some 
of these Germans were Lutherans. 

The access to Purrysburg was by way of the Savannah 
River. The nearest settlement was therefore that of the Salz
burgers on the other side. Much of what we learn of German 
life in Purrysburg comes naturally from the Ebenezer pas
tors.'" Gronau and Boltzius involved themselves in the spirit
ual affairs of that town to a greater degree than they really 
wanted, and more than they did anywhere else in Carolina. 

The Salzburg pastors visited the town soon after the arrival 
of the first group of settlers in 1734. They had learned from 
Purry back in England that there would be Germans in the 
group of predominantly French Swiss. They found three 
families of Lutherans who met together on Sundays and heard 
a judge from Berlin read to them from the "Postille" or 
Church Year sermons popular at the time. The Purrysburgers 
were overjoyed to see Lutheran ministers and envied the Salz
burgers having "their own" pastors. Joseph Bugnion, the 
Purrysburg preacher, is referred to as a French student who 
had little facility with the German language. Later in the 
year 1734 Boltzius returned to the town to baptize a child 
and administer the Lord's Supper. He reported favorably 
concerning the faithful attendance at the preparatory services, 
their reverence and eagerness to receive the Sacrament and 
thdr kind hospitality even though they had little wealth "as 
yet." Some wanted to send their children to Ebenezer for 
schooling and come themselves for spiritual blessing, but there 
was no place to house them there. Again in August, one of 
the pastors preached to a large and attentive congregation 
gathered in a house. By 1735 the journals report that many 
Purrysburgers are dying because of their wretched physical 
and spiritual condition. More of them desire to move across 
to Ebenezer. 

With the growth of Purrysburg carne a scattering of the 
little flock of Lutherans and a disillusionment on the part of 
the Ebenezer pastors with the spiritual health of that place. 
Late in 1737 they report that the people there are spread out 
on their plantations or in other business so that chances to 
preach and administer the sacraments are less frequent. When 

19 The citations from the Nachricht6n which follow are from Voigt, 
op. cit., pp. 22 et seq. 
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BEGINNINGS BEFORE 1803 19 

they did go down to Purrysburg they attracted good attend
ance for the preaching. "The Evangelical Lutherans a1e, to 
be sure, the fewer in number, but yet equally as many, if not 
more, of the other inhabitants come, when they know of it 
(a service), unless they live too far out on the plantations." 20 

The Lutherans at Purrysburg never did get their own 
pastor, or even a minister who could adequately handle the 
German tongue. The Ebenezer pastors did loan them many 
volumes of sermons and devotional works. In later years this 
practice was extended to other parts of Carolina to the great 
benefit of isolated Germans. In 1741 there are more frequent 
comments on the lack of piety-the Purrysburgers do not 
observe the holy days---and the developing materialism: 
"anxiety about nourishment and the lust for wealth destroy 
body and soul." One visitor to Purrysburg from Ebenezer 
says he would rather be "sick here (Ebenezer) than well 
among the rough people in Purrysburg." z, 

The contribution of the settlement to the development of 
Lutheranism was relatively minor. The dispersal of most of 
the inhabitants throughout the years that followed no doubt 
brought Lutherans and Reformed Germans to other areas. 
However the town itself was predominantly a community of 
French speaking Swiss. Among the Germans who did live 
there we note "Judge" Holzendorff, from Berlin, who did the 
reading at Sunday worship. He was of a prominent family 
from Brandenbourg and was given place at Purrysburg at his 
own request having brought a recommendation from the Duke 
of Newcastle .. He carried two servants who might also have 
been German. Other families mentioned include the names 
Winckler, Kueffer (Kieffer) Riger, Cronenberger, Mengers
dorff, Franck and Fuus.22 

The significance of Purrysburg lies in the pattern of settle
ment which it represents. Here can be seen the role of the 
promoter or agent, who in varying degrees of humanity and 
success was responsible for bringing to America and to Caro
lina thousands of Europeans. Purrysburg defines the ground 
rules for future immigrants in terms of land grants, pro
visions and tools even though not all later arrivals received 
What they expected. As an organized settlement with a profit-

20 Voigt, ibid., p. 2.4 • 
• 2' Smith, OJ). cit., p. 198. Dr. Voigt believes that the judge was named 

Linder and has so included that name in his citation. 
22 Cf. Rinke, op. cit., p. 371. 
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20 A HISTORY OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH IN S. C. 

making motive Purrysburg undoubtedly encouraged other 
similar projects. The fact that Purrysburg did not become a 
permanent success points up that people will settle, if they 
can manage it, where they find it most profitable and con
genial. This venture also indicates that a colony promoted 
solely for commercial gain and short term goals without any 
common ideals is not likely to survi ve in the wilderness very 
long. Purrysburg provides an interesting contrast with the 
Salzburg settlement just across the river. Both were planned, 
financed and efficiently led. However, the Salzburgers, under 
their pastors, developed an ever-closer community permeated 
with spiritual concerns. The Purrysburgers were given their 
provisions and land and left largely to fend for themselves. 

The unlamented Mr. Bugnion was succeeded by another 
Reformed pastor, Mr. Chitfele. He was sent as a "missionary" 
of the Society for the Promotion of Christian Knowledge and 
carried Anglican orders. While technically a priest of the 
Church of England, he was always referred to as a Reformed 
minister. He is representative of what was to become an 
increasing phenomenon-the "foreign" minister who must 
seek ordination in England in order to receive the benefits of 
the established Church in Carolina. The financial and political 
position which this kind of relation carried is responsible for 
the loss of several Reformed congregations to the Church of 
England. 

Thil eroll mark, the ,ite that wae once PUrTJI,burg, S. C. 
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BEGINNINGS BEFORE 1803 21 

ORANGEBURG AND AMELIA 1735 
The settlement of Orangeburgh Township was inaugu~ted 

by the arrival in July 1735 of a body of 250 Swiss. The South 
Carolina Gazette reported the event in the issue of the 19th. 
The 250 Swiss "are to settle a Township upon Edisto river, 
which is thought the best ground for wheat, corn, hemp and 
Bax, as also for planting vineyards." The following week, 
the newspaper tells us "About 220 of the Switzers that have 
paid all their passage, are now going up Edisto to settle a 
township there." 

In the same issue of the Gazette there is reported the arrival ' 
of "200 Palatines most of them being poor were obliged to J 
sell themselves and their children for their passage within a 
fortnight of their arrival, or else pay one pistole more to be 
carried to Philadelphia. The most of them are farmers, and) 
some tradesmen." 

Some accounts of the Orangeburg settlement have confused 
the reIX)J:Glbout 220 Switze.ra who had paid their passage and 
were going 1!P-~!l~. ,~d!~~91 with the reported arIjv~1 of ~ ship 
~alatin~s_~l?q~rd. As a result the "Palatines" be
come the settlers of Orangeburgh. The Gazette is quite clear 
that the 220 are that majoritL~L~.il., 250 Swiss who cotili!. 
afford to payJhei.r..lla.s_~~e and take up lan<l~: The 200 Pala
tines are another and separate"party, mostly so impoverished 
that they had to sell themselves into servitude. This latter 
group of Palatines are very probably mostly Germans.2S This 
possibility suggests that the 200 poor Palatines were the first 
Germans as opposed to German-Swiss to come to Carolina in 
a body. Some of them no doubt followed the Swiss up to 
Orangeburg. Others, indentured for their passage were 
probably spread about the low-country plantations as farm 
helpers or slave supervisers. Some may even have taken the 
oPPOrtunity offered for one pistole and set out for Pennsyl
vania. Others may have formed a large proportion of the 
Germans who remained in Charlestown and helped to form 
the nucleus of the first Lutheran congregation in the State. 

What is established by this second look at the South Carolina 
Gazette, is that the Swiss were the first to settle the township. 
on North Edisto near Lyons Creek. They had an almost un-

~a N. B., It ill not necessarily true that "Palatine" was used indiscrim
the tel~ to describe German speaking people. Cf. the clear distinction in 

lhip arrivals reported by Voiat, 01'. cd., p. 8. 
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limited territory. The English normally reserved land border
ing the rivers for themselves but in the case of the Eaisto 
this apparently did not apply. Settlements formed not only 
around the Township itself but along the branches and 
swampy low lands northward toward the Santee and into 
adjoining Amelia Township. The lands filled fairly rapidly. 
"By 1740, 30,000 acres had been surveyed to settlers in tracts 
averaging under 200 acres." Yet these were the best lands, 
for in the nine years that followed only 6,000 acres were taken 
up. Later immigrants had to look farther into the back coun
try for settlement. 

The relatively large expanse of territory embraced by the 
two townships tended toward a dispersed kind of settlement. 
There were groups of Swiss in the Four-Hole Swamp, on 
Cattle Creek and along the southern boundary of Amelia 
Township toward Saxe-Gotha. The pattern of settlement was 
something entirely unlike the organized commercial venture 
of Purrysburg or the religious community of Ebenezer. In 
the Orangeburg-Amelia area there was not even a geo
graphical center. The townships were so close as to be prac
tically fused into one large collection of settlers. The settlers 
came into the townships on their own and settled where it 
suited them. As more Germans and German-Swiss passed 
along the Edisto seeking land farther up the country, they 
probably passed some time with their countrymen, asked 
about land and equipment, got married or had the baby 
baptized and then moved on. This would account for the 
anomaly of German names appearing in the Giessendanner 
Church Records only one time for marriage or baptism and 
then never appearing in the record again.H It appea.!!Jh.at 
~~h.ole_\.Yide._ a.r.eJ:Lb~.cam~ .!on . access . '!lay .t..o_.thLfrontier 
~~rul for cOllntle:!S G~rman speaking pe.cmle. The ancient 
path that goes west;ai-d from' Moncks Corner toward Fort 
Motte and Congarees was only one of many roads that were 
developed criss-crossing the middle frontier country and con
necting other towns and trading posts. 

In the wide Orangeburg-Amelia pathway the Germans and 
German-Swiss mingled with settlers of other nationalities and 
cultures. English speaking people were their neighbors espe-

.. A: S. Salley, Jr., The History of Orangeburg County, South Carolina 
{rom ,t. Settlement to the End 01 the Revolution. (Orangeburg : R. Lew!. 

err
d

y, 1899). Salley records the whole Record Book of both John Gies
lien annera from 1737 to 1760. 
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cially toward Amelia and the Santee. The Swiss here de
veloped a kind of sophistication and seemed comfortably at 
ease among French and English people around them. Yet there 
was little inter-marrying. Only nineteen such marriages be
tween Germans and non-Germans are recorded in 23 years 
of the Giessendanner records.z~ They very early lost the com
mon use of the German language. 

The pattern of settlement was one of inter-penetration 
within a wide area rather than an organized community de
velopment within a restricted location. At the same time, 
there are groupings of settlers who seem to have a continuity 
of land-holding in such areas as the Four Hole Swamp. Here 
the names Hungerpealer, Dantzler, Haigler, Shoemaker, Stro
man and Rast are still prominent. 2. 

There was a noticeable distinction between Orangeburg 
and Amelia. The latter was more a region of large planters 
such as Charles Russell, former commander of the garrison 
at Fort Congaree, Moses Thompson, Benjamin Carter and 
Thomas McCord. Gottlieb Prieber, the eccentric German who 
set up an Indian utopia in the western lands, had land there 
and Simon Theus lived near Fort Motte. A..round OIangeburg 
and the Edisto branches were smaller farmers wiJlLm~ch~ 
~;~~tion and cQn;j~~a1:ll.Y . less oJ. .this ~Qr~ ~~ods~ 
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