Orangeburgh Genealogical Society
First Families of Orangeburgh District (SC)

CULLER

(KOLLER, KOLLAR, KOHLER, COLLARD)

First Family Biography

1. Benedict Koller, Sr. was born about 1713 in Canton Bern, Switzerland!®®!' His death date is
unknownl!'l. He is buried along with his wife and son, John Ulrich, in the Pioneer Graveyard!?!
which is on the site of the original town of Orangeburgh. He married Magdalene Springin,
daughter of Johannes Spring, on 1Jan 1740 in the Orangeburgh Church. They were married by
the Reverend John Ulrick Giessendanner. Both were baptized by him on 14 Dec 1746. Magdalene
died 1Feb 1760, two days after giving birth to son John Ulrick®!.

Benedict arrived in Charlestown, South Carolina along with his brother Hans Koller and Han's
family on 13 Jul 1735 on board the Bilander Oliver. Hans and his family continued on to
Philadelphia on the Oliver!'. They arrived in Philadelphia on 25/26 Aug 1735521,

Benedict remained behind and traveled north, up the Edisto, along with 200 other German, Swiss
and Dutch immigrants, to settle the town of Orangeburgh. He platted fifty acres about seven
miles north of Orangeburgh where he settled and lot # 399, half an acre, within the township on
29 Apr 17380°1. The grant for this land was issued on 18 Oct 175715671,

Children of Benedict Koller and Magdalene Springin are:

a. Margaret Koller(in), b. 14 Nov 17395 in Orangeburgh District, bapt. 1Jan 17408, conf. on
Whitsunday Sunday 17558!, married Ulrich Sterchi, b. 22 Feb 1733 in Switzerland, on or
about 1758 in Orangeburgh District!'l.

b. AnnaKoller, b. abt 1742, conf. on Easter Sunday 1758. Anna is mentioned as a baptism
sponsor in the baptisms of Johannes Herlan, 1Jun 1759, and Anna Sturkey, 21 Oct 175981,

c. BenedictKoller, Jr. (Culler) b. 12 Dec 1746 in Orangeburgh District.! d. 1800, married
Elizabeth Utsey. He was called Benjamin and is thought to be the ancestor of most of the
Cullers living in the Orangeburg area today. He is probably the one who changed the
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surname to Culler". Benjamin was listed as a member of Captain Rumph's Company from
the Orangeburgh District who fought the Tories in the Revolutionary Warl'.

d. Elizabeth Koller(in) b. 3 Apr 1756 in Orangeburgh District®. No further information is known
about Elizabeth.

e. John Ulrick Koller, b. 30 Jan 1760 in Orangeburgh, South Carolina, bapt. 2 Feb 1760 at the
home of B. Koller, d. 5 Feb 1760 in Orangeburgh., and was buried in the Pioneer Graveyard
on 6 Feb 176023
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Family Migration

During the early and mid-Nineteenth century many descendants of the early Orangeburgh area
families migrated to Alabama, Georgia, Florida, Arkansas, Texas, Mississippi, Louisiana and other
points west. The information we have provided about a family’s migration to another state is an
attempt to document those migrations in order to assist family researchers in connecting their
ancestors back to Orangeburgh or account for missing branches of their families.

At this time, we have no record of descendants with this surname having migrated to other states. If
you have updated information, please share your documents with the Orangeburgh Genealogical
Society.

Please help maintain, correct and expand these pages. Send comments, corrections, updates

and additions to: migrations@ogsgs.org

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: An initial implementation of these pages (and most of the information for
them) was created by Gene Jeffries and published on this web site about 2002. The pages were
removed from the web site when maintaining and updating the many files proved too onerous. With
Gene's consent, we are republishing these files as an aid to Orangeburgh researchers and are
working on streamlining the maintenance and update process.

DISCLAIMER: The family information included in Orangeburgh Family Migrations was compiled from
a variety of sources, many of which are not documented. These pages have not been checked for
accuracy and should not be treated as authoritative documentation on these families. They are
provided as a hopefully helpful source of leads to further research into these families.
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