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ZIMMERMAN 

 
First Family Biographies 

The following biography expands on the section "Early Carolina Zimmermans" from The Zimmerman 

Family of South Carolina providing additional references and conclusions.[1] 

 

Zimmerman, meaning carpenter, is an occupation based surname that is very common in Germany 

and Switzerland. This biography is specific to the descendants of Martin Zimmerman and Michael 

Zimmerman who arrived in South Carolina aboard the ship Cunlie in 1752. Other Zimmerman 

immigrants to South Carolina may not be related. 

 

The Michael Zimmerman Family 

FIRST GENERATION 

1.  MICHAEL ZIMMERMAN arrived in Charleston 19 September 1752, aboard the ship Cunlie.[2] We 

suspect he is a younger brother to Martin because of their close association but proof is lacking. 

 Michael petitioned for 50 acres of land between the Savannah and Santee Rivers and bounty on 

20 October 1752.[3] On 29 August 1753 John Hamilton surveyed 50 acres of land on Cannons 

Creek, a branch of the Broad River for Michael Zimmerman.[4] A grant for the 50 acres was issued 

on 4 July 1754.[5] The grant was received by Martin Zimmerman (see below).  This suggests the 

possibility that Michael had died. 

 We find nothing more on Michael until 9 July 1773 when John Murphy surveyed 300 acres on Long 

Branch of Four Holes for Michael Zimmerman.[6] A grant for the 300 acres was issued on 17 May 

1774.[7] The land was adjacent to land of John Zimmerman. 

 Mykel Zimerman received pay on 30 Nov 1781 for 183 days service from 14 Jun 1780 to 14 Dec 1780 

in the Orangeburgh Militia, Captain Samuel Rowe's Company.[8] 
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The Martin Zimmerman Family  

FIRST GENERATION 

1.  MARTIN ZIMMERMAN along with his wife and two children arrived in Charleston 19 September 

1752, aboard the ship Cunlie.[9] 

 Martin petitioned for 200 acres of land between the Broad and Saluda Rivers and bounty on 3 

October 1752 stating that he had a wife and two sons: John about 10 years old and Partian[?] 

about 3 years old.[10] On 29 September 1753 John Pearson surveyed 250 acres of land on Cannon 

Creek for Martin Zimmerman.[11] The extra 50 acres could be due to the birth of another child, 

possibly Henry. The land was next to "Zimmermans Land" From the plat sketch this was 

undoubtedly Michael Zimmerman's land.  A grant for the 250 acres was issued on 4 Jul 1754.[12] 

 Martin moved to the Four Holes area sometime before 1768 for on 28 Mar 1768 he made a 

memorial for 300 acres of land originally granted to Joshua Lockwood on 17 Mar 1735[/36].[13] 

Lockwood's plat for the 300 acres is dated 10 Feb 1735/36[14] and the grant was actually issued on 

24 Mar 17[35/]36.[15] The Old Zimmerman Cemetery [note e]is located in the eastern corner of 

this tract (Fig. 1).[16] 

 Martin probably died between 1768 and 1770 for in 1770 his son John sold 100 acres of the 

Lockwood tract to Nichlas Shieler[Shuler].[17] 

 Children Of Martin Zimmerman and Unknown were: 

+2.  a. John Zimmerman was born about 1742 and died between 1790 and 1810. 

+3.  b. Sebastian (Partion/Boston/Pashly) Zimmerman [See Research Note A.] was born about 

1749 and died in 1799. 

   4.  c. Henry Zimmerman was born between 1750 and 1765. 

 Henry Zimmerman received pay on 18 Dec 1782 for 183 days service from 14 Jun 1780 to 13 

Dec 1780 in the Orangeburgh Militia, Captain Lect Stromer's Company.[18] 

 Henry Zimmerman appears in the Orangeburgh District census of 1790 and 1810. Born 

between 1750 and 1765[19] he could be a son of Michael. 

   5.  d.  Adam Zimmerman was born between 1765 and 1775. 

 Adam Zimmerman appears in the Orangeburgh District census of 1790 and 1810. Born 

between 1765 and 1775[20] he could be a son of Michael. 
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SECOND GENERATION 

2.  John Zimmerman was born about 1742[21] and died between 1790 and 1810 (from census records). 

 John sold 100 acres of his father's Lockwood tract to Nichlas Shieler[Shuler].[22] Nicholas made a 

memorial for the 100 acres on 14 Sep 1770.[23] 

 On 14 Dec 1771, John Francis Buitz surveyed 250 acres in Amelia, Berkeley County for John 

Zimmerman.[24] John made a memorial for the 250 acres on 17 Aug 1772.[25] 

 On 4 Sep 1772 William Heard surveyed 200 acres on Four Holes next to Nicholas Dill [Till] for John 

Zimmerman.[26] A grant for the 200 acres was issued on 24 Dec 1772.[27] John made a memorial for 

the 200 acres on 26 May 1773.[28] 

 John Zimerman received pay on 30 Nov 1781 for 183 days service from 14 Jun 1780 to 13 Dec 1780 

in the Orangeburgh Militia, Captain Samuel Rowe's Company.[29] 

 John Zimmerman Sen. [See Research Note B] received pay on 18 Dec 1782 for 183 days service 

from 14 Jun 1780 to 13 Dec 1780 in the Orangeburgh Militia, Captain Lect Stromer's Company.[30] 

 John Zimmerman Jun. [See Research Note B] received pay on 18 Dec 1782 for 183 days service 

from 14 Jun 1780 to 13 Dec 1780 in the Orangeburgh Militia, Captain Lect Stromer's Company.[31] 

 John Lemmerman [probably Zimmerman] appears in the 1783 roll of Capt. Jacob Rumph’s 

company of partisans.[32] 

 John Zimmerman appears in the U. S. Federal Census of 1790, Orangeburg County.[33] His family is 

listed as himself, one male under 16 [Daniel age 10] and two females, probably his wife and a 

daughter. John is not listed in the 1810 Census. [See Research Note C] 

 Children Of John Zimmerman and Unknown were: 

+5.  a. Daniel Zimmerman was born in 1779 and died 22 January 1824 aged 44 years.[34] 

   6.  b. [Female] Zimmerman was born before 1790. 

3. Sebastian (Partion/Boston/Pashly) Zimmerman [See Research Note A] was born about 1749[35] 

and died in 1799. 

 Boston Zimmerman appears in the U. S. Federal Census of 1790, Orangeburg County. The record 

shows 4 males over 16 [Sebastian and 3 others], 1 male under 16 and 3 females.[36] 

 Pashly Zimmerman, aged 54 years, was buried by Rev. Francklow on 18 Jun 1799.[37] 
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THIRD GENERATION 

5. Daniel Zimmerman was born 1779/80 and died 22 January 1824 aged 44 years.[38] He is buried in 

the Old Zimmerman Cemetery located on the tract of land originally granted to Joshua Lockwood 

in 1736 and purchased by Martin Zimmerman in 1768. Daniel married Elizabeth Holman on 30 

March 1800.[39] Elizabeth was born June 11, 1783 and died August 16, 1636. After Daniel's death 

she married John Evans. She is buried in the Old Zimmerman Cemetery with Daniel.[40] 

 Daniel and Elizabeth buried their first child, William, on the Lockwood tract in September 1804. 

This is the earliest marked grave in the Old Zimmerman Cemetery. There may be earlier 

unmarked graves. 

 Daniel Zimmerman appears in the U. S. Federal Census of 1810, Orangeburg County. [See 

Research Note D]  The record shows 1 male 26 to 35 [Daniel], 1 female 26 to 45 [Elizabeth] and 1 

male under 10 [John Conrad].[41] 

 Children Of Daniel Zimmerman and Elizabeth Holman were: 

a. William Zimmerman was born December 30, 1800 and was christened at St. Mahew's 

Lutheran Church on February 8, 1801;[42] died September 7, 1804 and was buried in the Old 

Zimmerman cemetery.[43] 

b. John Conrad Zimmerman was born September 26, 1802 and was christened in St. Mahew's 

Lutheran Church on October 17, 1802. He married Selina Pierce Wannamaker in 1825, moved 

to Spartanburg District shortly after 1830 and raised his family near and in the village of Glenn 

Springs. He became a wealthy coon planter and proprietor of the Glenn Springs Hotel. John 

Conrad died on July 3, 1875 and was buried in the churchyard of Calvary Episcopal Church, 

Glenn Springs.[44] 

c. James Zimmerman was born on January 10 and died on October 28, 1809. James was buried 

in the Old Zimmerman cemetery.[45] 

d. James Holman Zimmerman was born on February 19, 1811, died on August 30, 1814 and was 

buried in the Old Zimmerman cemetery near Cameron.[46] 

e. Irvin Holman Zimmerman was born on January 22, 1813 and grew up to become a well-to-do 

physician-planter. He never married and died in Alabama on October 22, 1858.[47] 

f. Morgin Holman Zimmerman died on September 17, 1814, aged 7 months. He was buried in the 

Old Zimmerman cemetery.[48] 

g. Thomas Holman Zimmerman eventually inherited "Oak Grove" plantation from his father. He 

was born on January 13, 1816, married Ann Elizabeth Miller in 1837 and died on June 18, 1886 at 

the age of 70.[49] 
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h. Russell Holman Zimmerman was another successful planter in the family. He was born March 

25, 1817, married Elizabeth Rachel Holman, and died on February 17, 1888.[50] 

i. Mary Margaret Holman Zimmerman Dantzler was born on December 17, 1820, married Dr. 

Lewis Dantzler and died on October 4, 1906.[51] 

 

RESEARCH NOTES: 

A.  German diminutives of Sebastian are Bastian and Basti. In Old German "b" and "p" are considered 

interchangeable[52] and are pronounced alike. English speaking writers likely did the best they 

could with the Germanic pronunciation of an uncommon name. 

B.  In this period Senior and Junior only meant the older and the younger and did not imply a father 

son relationship. All we can say for sure is that at least two John Zimmermans (possible three) 

were in the Orangeburgh Militia in 1780. Their exact relationship is unknown. 

C.  There are no Zimmermans listed in the 1800 census for Orangeburgh District. 

D.  First names are abbreviated in the 1810 census and are hard to interpret particularly when badly 

faded. Daniel's record has been variously interpreted as --. Zimmerman and Jt. Zimmerman 

however the first leer appears to be a "D" and the family members fit Daniel's known family. 

E.  A copy of the survey of the Old Zimmerman Cemetery was placed in the Calhoun County 

Museum by Harry Ulmer in 2001. A listing of the graves in this cemetery is online at: 

hp://borisbrooks.com/genealogy/cemetery/old_zimm.htm. 

 

References to this surname are found in OGSGS Newsleers: Vol. 1, pp. 16, 24, 35, 43, 46, 61, 67. 91, 

93, 127; Vol. 2, pp. 48, 134; Vol. 3, pp. 32, 44, 49; Vol. 4, pp. 15, 39, 41; Vol. 5, pp. 21, 65, 102, 113, 119; Vol. 

6, pp. 70, 97, 116; Vol. 7, p. 4; Vol. 8, p. 22; Vol. 10, p. 76; Vol. 11, p. 101; Vol. 13, p. 22. 

 

Information provided by Caldwell H. Zimmerman, Jr. on 11 Jul 2017. Updates by Jim 

Rickenbacker in Nov 2017. 
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Figure 1 – Upper Four Holes Swamp showing the locations of early 

plats[53] and the Old Zimmerman Cemetery.[54] The cemetery is on 

private property. There is no public access. 
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Family Migration 

During the early and mid-Nineteenth century many descendants of the early Orangeburgh area 

families migrated to Alabama, Georgia, Florida, Arkansas, Texas, Mississippi, Louisiana and other 

points west. The information we have provided about a family’s migration to another state is an 

aempt to document those migrations in order to assist family researchers in connecting their 

ancestors back to Orangeburgh or account for missing branches of their families. 

At this time, we have no record of descendants with this surname having migrated to other states. If 

you have updated information, please share your documents with the Orangeburgh Genealogical 

Society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please help maintain, correct and expand these pages. Send comments, corrections, updates 

and additions to: migrations@ogsgs.org 
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DISCLAIMER: The family information included in Orangeburgh Family Migrations was compiled from 
a variety of sources, many of which are not documented. These pages have not been checked for 
accuracy and should not be treated as authoritative documentation on these families. They are 
provided as a hopefully helpful source of leads to further research into these families. 
  


