Orangeburgh Genealogical Society
First Families of Orangeburgh District (SC)

Syphrett

(Syfrett, Syfret, etc.)

First Family Biographies

There appear to have been multiple immigrants with some version of the surname Syfrett who came
to South Carolina in the colonial period. Several of these families found their way to Orangeburgh
District. This paper attempts to document what is known of the family that began in Amelia
Township which later became part of St. Matthews Parish of Orangeburgh District, South Carolina.

The Matthew Syfrett Family
FIRST GENERATION

1. Mathias/Matthew Syfrett was born probably about 1730 or slightly earlier, in Germany. He died
after 1771, probably in Amelia Township, South Carolina. Matthew married Margaret -?- perhaps in
1751 or 1752 before arriving in South Carolina.l"

On July 10, 1752 the Ship Upton, with Captain John Gardner, arrived in Charlestown from
Rotterdam.?! According to research compiled by Carl W. Nichols and Siegbert Frick, most of the
passengers were probably from Baden with a few from the Palatinate.l! Mathias Syfrid was one
of the immigrants on this ship. Mathias filed a petition with the Governor’s Council on October 3,
1752 asking for 100 acres for him and his wife. He indicated that relatives already living in the Fork
of the Broad and Saluda Rivers had encouraged him to come and he asked for his land to be laid
outin that area. Mathias also requested the bounty payment as he had paid his own passage.
The petition was approved and he was given the full bounty payment.[“!

The 100 acre tract surveyed for Mathias was certified on January 17, 1753 but it was on Ox Creek
[later Lyons Creek] in Amelia Township!® rather than in the Fork of the Broad and Saluda Rivers
as he had petitioned. Settlers were allowed to choose the location of their land so, for some
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reason, he did not settle where he originally intended. Mathias, now identified in the land records
as Matthew, received his grant for this land on January 2, 1754.°!

Matthew and his wife Margaret served as baptismal sponsors for the baptism of Catharina
Margaret, daughter of Thomas and Margaret Crommelich, on February 11, 1753. Catharina Ox, the
other sponsor for the child, was perhaps one of their neighbors on Ox Creek.[”!

Matthew and his wife Margaret had a child born on June 10, 1753. This daughter, Mary Margaret,
was baptized on August 12th in the church in Amelia Township.!®! Matthew and Margaret may
have had additional children during the next fifteen or twenty years but there are no known
surviving records to give evidence of those births. It certainly appears that Matthew had a son
born about 1768 based on the appearance of Thomas Syfrett in the later records of the same
area. Whether Margaret would have been Thomas’s mother cannot be determined.

Matthew served in his local militia company as all men between 16 and 60 did during the colonial
era. He was in Captain John Morrison’s Company under Col. John Chevillette during the 1759
Cherokee expedition. !

OnMay 7, 1771 Matthew petitioned the Council for an additional 100 acres, probably for several
children.l'®! His plat for this land, also in Amelia Township, was certified on August 5, 1771."]

Matthew and Margaret (-?-)Syfrett were the parents of
2. a. Mary Margaret Syfrett, born June 10, 1753;?l no further data.
Matthew and an unknown female, perhaps Margaret, were the probable parents of

+3. b. Thomas Syfrett, born about 1768, probably in Amelia Township, South Carolina; died in
November 1808.[%!

SECOND GENERATION

3. Thomas Syfrett was born about 1768, probably in Amelia Township. He died in November 1808 at
age 40. He was buried on November 23, 1808.1" Thomas married Mary -?- before 1796 and
perhaps prior to 1790.! Mary was born before 1775 and died after 1820.[°!

Thomas was the head of a household in the 1790 census. In addition to himself, the family
included a male under sixteen, two females and no slaves.[”) He would have also been head of a
household in 1800 but Lewisburg County is missing from the Orangeburgh District enumeration
for that year."® The 1810 census for the district includes a household headed by Mary Syfrett,
Thomas's widow.!"®! Mary is still the head of household at the 1820 census of Orangeburgh
District as well 2!

Thomas and Mary -?- Syfrett were the parents of
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4. a. Thomas Syfrett, born about 1797; buried August 31, 1799 at St. Matthews Lutheran
Church in Orangeburgh District, South Carolina. "

5. b. John Jacob Syfrett, baptized October 9, 1803 at St. Matthews Lutheran Church in
Orangeburgh District, South Carolina;?? last known record was in Clarke County,
Alabama in 1870.1%%! John married Anne Rebecca Bochette, [“l perhaps as early as 1825,
probably in St. Matthews Parish, Orangeburgh District, South Carolina.**) She was born
on November 14, 1806 in Orangeburgh District, South Carolina.2°!
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Family Migration

During the early and mid-Nineteenth century many descendants of the early Orangeburgh area
families migrated to Alabama, Georgia, Florida, Arkansas, Texas, Mississippi, Louisiana and other
points west. The information we have provided about a family’s migration to another state is an
attempt to document those migrations in order to assist family researchers in connecting their
ancestors back to Orangeburgh or account for missing branches of their families.

At this time, we have no record of descendants with this surname having migrated to other states. If
you have updated information, please share your documents with the Orangeburgh Genealogical
Society.

Please help maintain, correct and expand these pages. Send comments, corrections, updates

and additions to: migrations@ogsgs.org

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: An initial implementation of these pages (and most of the information for
them) was created by Gene Jeffries and published on this web site about 2002. The pages were
removed from the web site when maintaining and updating the many files proved too onerous. With
Gene's consent, we are republishing these files as an aid to Orangeburgh researchers and are
working on streamlining the maintenance and update process.

DISCLAIMER: The family information included in Orangeburgh Family Migrations was compiled from
a variety of sources, many of which are not documented. These pages have not been checked for
accuracy and should not be treated as authoritative documentation on these families. They are
provided as a hopefully helpful source of leads to further research into these families.
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