Orangeburgh Genealogical Society
First Families of Orangeburgh District (SC)

FERSNER

(FERSTNER, FORSTNER, VORSTNER)

First Family Biography

1.

JOSEPH FERSTNER probably arrived in South Carolina in 1749.

Joseph Vorstner was given a warrant for 250 acres of land in Saxe Gotha and bounty for three on
22 Oct 1749.14 Joseph was among a number of petitioners described as ".. Palatines lately arrived
in this province ...". Joseph's warrant for 250 acres would imply a household of five persons but
the bounty for only three makes it uncertain that all were immigrants.

Apparently, there was some difficulty in exercising some of these warrants for on 7 Nov 1749
Joseph was mentioned in a second petition:

“Read the humble Petition of Peter Faure, Dept. Surveyor, setting forth that the 3 warrants
ordered for Nicholas Dirr, Clements Fromm and Joseph Vorstner for Land in or near Saxe Gotha
Township will be of no service to the Pet'rs because there is no lands thereabouts vacant but
what is so miserable poor & barren or else Drowned River Swamp that it can do them no good,
and .."l

The petition goes on to ask that the petitioners be allowed to take their land in or near
Orangeburgh Township. The petition was granted.! Joseph's 250 acres were platted on 8 Sep
175005/ and granted on 14 May 1752.[¢]

There are several mentions of Joseph Festner and his wife Anna Maria as godparents in the
“Giessendanner Record” between 1750 and 1757. This is also where we find the baptism of their
only known son, John Henry.

Children of Joseph Ferstner and Anna Maria Unknown are:
a. John Henry Festner, b. Aug 1751, bapt. 8 Sep 1751in Orangeburgh Township, South Carolina.l'?!

Following the American Revolution, a Catherine Festner made a claim for expenses or losses
arising out of that war.”! Other than Joseph, the immigrant, whose wife was Ann Mary, there
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was no known male Ferstner who could have been the husband of Catherine, other than John
Henry, born 1751537 Our assumption is that Catherine was the wife of John Henry. A further
assumption is that John Henry, the son of Joseph Ferstner and Ann Mary, and Catherine were
the parents of Joseph Fersner, who married Rachel Snell 23 Feb 1804,!®/and Catherine (Katy)
Fersner who married Henry Bossart about 1800-1805.5! These are the best assumptions that
can be made given the limited data available and will have to serve unless additional records
are found to suggest otherwise.
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Information provided by Julian Dantzler Kelly, Jr. and Jim Rickenbacker on 3/21/03.
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Family Migration

During the early and mid-Nineteenth century many descendants of the early Orangeburgh area
families migrated to Alabama, Georgia, Florida, Arkansas, Texas, Mississippi, Louisiana and other
points west. The information we have provided about a family’s migration to another state is an
attempt to document those migrations in order to assist family researchers in connecting their
ancestors back to Orangeburgh or account for missing branches of their families.

At this time, we have no record of descendants with this surname having migrated to other states. If
you have updated information, please share your documents with the Orangeburgh Genealogical
Society.

Please help maintain, correct and expand these pages. Send comments, corrections, updates

and additions to: migrations@ogsgs.org

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: An initial implementation of these pages (and most of the information for
them) was created by Gene Jeffries and published on this web site about 2002. The pages were
removed from the web site when maintaining and updating the many files proved too onerous. With
Gene's consent, we are republishing these files as an aid to Orangeburgh researchers and are
working on streamlining the maintenance and update process.

DISCLAIMER: The family information included in Orangeburgh Family Migrations was compiled from
a variety of sources, many of which are not documented. These pages have not been checked for
accuracy and should not be treated as authoritative documentation on these families. They are
provided as a hopefully helpful source of leads to further research into these families.
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