Orangeburgh Genealogical Society
First Families of Orangeburgh District (SC)

Avinger
(Ebinger, Evinger, Uebinger)

First Family Biography

1a.

1b.

ADAM EVENGER married ANN MARGARET .

Adam Evenger petitioned the Council on 7 Feb 1753, stating that he arrived on the ship John and
Mary from Rotterdam. The Council Journal states that "He has a wife and two Children viz Abram
20 years, Anna Margarita 4 and 1/2 and Anna Maria 3 and 1/2." He requested and was granted 300
acres of land. Henrich Ulmer and George Keller were on the same ship!" It is possible that Adam
Evinger was Adam Uebinger, recorded as having immigrated from Schriesheim, Baden, to
Philadelphia in 1752.%! (Schriesheim is located on the Bergstrasse, or "Mountain Street’, about
5kl northwest of Heidelberg.)

Adam Evinger received his grant for 300 acres on 24 Mar 1756 and with the addition of four
more dependents, he received another for 200 acres on 2 Nov 1767.1

Two children, Joseph and George Lewis were christened for Adam and Ann Margaret Avinger in
the Orangeburgh parish in 1755 and 1758. The family of Adam Evenger then disappears from the
Orangeburgh records, with the exception of Joseph, who was to die in the Revolutionary War.

Children of Adam Evenger and Ann Margaret are:
a. ANNA MARGARITA EVENGER, born abt. 1748."
b. ANNA MARIA EVENGER, born abt. 1749.1"

c. JOSEPHEVINGER, born 2 Mar 1755, bapt. 17 Mar 1755 in Orangeburgh District, South
Carolina.l®!

d. GEORGE LEWIS EVINGER, born 4 May 1758, bapt. 28 May 1758 in Orangeburgh District, South
Carolina.l5 8l

GUTLIEB EBINGER was born bef. about 1750!"! and died bef. 1830.18! He married (1) ? who died
before 1820 in Orangeburgh,®], and (2) MARY ?, who died before 1831in Orangeburgh.®!
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Gutlieb Ebinger established the Orangeburg, SC, Avinger family that settled in the area of
Vance's Ferry, later called Vance, SC. The earlier settler Adam Ebinger may have been to be
Gutlieb's uncle.

Gotleb Ebinger petitioned for 100 acres of land at the Council meeting of 17 Oct 1766, along
with others recently arrived in the colony on the Britannia from Amsterdam.l'® " The size of the
grant suggests that he was alone when he first arrived in the colony. The land granted to him on
24 Aug 1770 was located on the south side of the Congaree River on Sandy Run.l'> 3™ However,
he may have been living closer to St. Matthews.

According to family oral tradition Gutlieb Avinger married Mary Horlbeck. It has been believed
that she was his first wife and the mother of his children. Documentary evidence suggests that,
instead, she may have been his second wife, and the widow of a neighbor. In 1802 John Peter
Horlbeck was identified as owner of land adjacent to that of Lawrence Avinger on Horse Range
Swamp.['>®] The 1810 federal census shows "M. Holbac" adjacent "Hr. Avinger” and "Cn. Avinger”
(Gutlieb Avinger).[”! The "Holbac" household included a female 26-45 years old and children but
no adult male. It is likely that John Peter Horlbeck had died and that “M. Holbac" (Mary Horlbeck?)
was his widow.

The 1810 federal census lists Cn. Avinger with a female in his household more than 45 years old
(presumably his first wife, still surviving) and one young male 10-15 years old.[”! The 1820 federal
census listed Cutlip Ebinger in a household with 1 male, no females, and 3 slaves.l"® His first wife
had died.

An act passed by the South Carolina Legislature on 14 Oct 1831 vested the heirs of Gutlip Avinger
with the property and estate of Mary Avinger, widow of Gutlip Avinger of St. Matthew's Parish,
who had died intestate.!® This may have been Mary Horlbeck, the widow of Gutlieb's neighbor
John Peter Horlbeck and subsequently of Gutlieb Avinger. If so, the identity of his first wife will
probably remain unknown.

In 1778 Gottlieb Ebinnger was among those petitioning for the establishment of "St. Matthew's
German Protestant Church in Amelia,” the first Lutheran church in the area.l"!

Gutlieb Avinger was then involved in the Revolution. Oral traditions of the Avinger family indicate
that Gutlieb Avinger served with Gen. Francis Marion during the Revolutionary War. The
documentary evidence contradicts this, showing that he served with Col. John Fisher’s
Regiment, Orangeburgh Militia, in 1780, and continued in 1782 when he served on James
Island.*®! A Joseph Evinger, probably the son of Adam Ebinger baptized by Rev. Giessendanner,
was in the same Regiment; he was listed among casualties of the war.[2°2

The name Gotleib Evinger later appears in the 1783 Spanish Census of Florida. The census
describes him as "a native of Germany who has a wife and 2 sons and inhabits to the north of the
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St. John's River in the neighborhood of that settlement and is said to be retired.” Many British
sympathizers immigrated to Florida after the Revolution. Other names of St. Matthews area
immigrants appear in the same list, including Joseph Holman and John Keller. A few years earlier
Johanes Koller (John Keller) and Joseph Holman signed the St. Matthews church petition with
Gotleib Ebinger. (Either the Keller or Holman family might be the origin of Gutlieb's first wife.)
In 1783 Florida returned to Spanish control, and at about that time the Avingers returned to
South Carolina, as did many others.

In 1790 Gutlieb Ebenger had returned to Orangeburgh and was among those enumerated in the
federal census of Orangeburgh County, where he was listed in a household having 2 males over
16 years old (Gutlieb and Lawrence), 3 males under 16 (Henry, John and another underage male),
and 1female.??

On 2 Sep 1793 the State of South Carolina granted Gutleib Avinger 300 acres on Horse Range,
Waters of Four Holes Swamp.[?*! This was near the modern town of Vance. The adjacent lands
were vacant, and Gutleib’s grandson Daniel Avinger related to his daughter Ida Avinger that two
Indian camps were their nearest neighbors of the family at the time of their settling at Horse
Range.

Children of Gutlieb Avinger and his first wife are:

a. LAWRENCE AVINGER, born about 1768 and died 28 Nov 1864; married Susannah Whitmore;
buried Whitmore Cemetery, Santee SC.

b. HENRY AVINGER, born about 1775 and died about 1870; married Miss Scott.

c. JOHN AVINGER, born about 1776 and died about 1818; married Harriet Felder.
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Family Migration

During the early and mid-Nineteenth century many descendants of the early Orangeburgh area
families migrated to Alabama, Georgia, Florida, Arkansas, Texas, Mississippi, Louisiana and other
points west. The information we have provided about a family’s migration to another state is an
attempt to document those migrations in order to assist family researchers in connecting their
ancestors back to Orangeburgh or account for missing branches of their families.

At this time, we have no record of descendants with this surname having migrated to other states. If
you have updated information, please share your documents with the Orangeburgh Genealogical
Society.

Please help maintain, correct and expand these pages. Send comments, corrections, updates

and additions to: migrations@ogsgs.org

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: An initial implementation of these pages (and most of the information for
them) was created by Gene Jeffries and published on this web site about 2002. The pages were
removed from the web site when maintaining and updating the many files proved too onerous. With
Gene's consent, we are republishing these files as an aid to Orangeburgh researchers and are
working on streamlining the maintenance and update process.

DISCLAIMER: The family information included in Orangeburgh Family Migrations was compiled from
a variety of sources, many of which are not documented. These pages have not been checked for
accuracy and should not be treated as authoritative documentation on these families. They are
provided as a hopefully helpful source of leads to further research into these families.

Page 5|5



