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DUKES  

(DUKE) 

 
First Family Biographies 

The Joseph Dukes Family 

FIRST GENERATION 

1.  JOSEPH DUKES was born in about 1720-1728 at an unknown place and died bef. 1768 in 

Orangeburgh District, South Carolina. [See Research Note A] [1] He married 1) MARGARET 

EISENHUT [HAZELWOOD], who died about 1753 in Orangeburgh, South Carolina. [See Research 

Note B] No record of her birth or baptism has been found but her father has been identified since 

the earliest generations of the family as ABRAHAM EISENHUT[2] (see Eisenhut, Yssenhut, 

Hazelwood) who first petitioned for land in Orangeburgh District in 1747, listed as Abraham 

“Heizenwood.”  Joseph married (2) BARBARA FUSTER [Förster] (widow), b. abt. 1722, in about 

1754 in Orangeburgh, South Carolina. She was the daughter of Johannes Förster and his wife 

Elspeth Tobler.[3]  

 Joseph first petitioned for land in 1757[4] and was granted 200 acres of land in 1757.[5]  He was 

granted an additional 300 acres in 1758.[6]  In Orangeburgh parish records, Joseph's name was 

recorded as Duke but at the birth of his last documented daughter, Rebecca, an "s" was added.[7]  

 Joseph's presence in the Orangeburgh parish is first documented in 1750 with the baptism of his 

son Thomas, identified as a child of his marriage to Margaret Eisenhut.[8]  Following Margaret’s 

death, Joseph married Barbara Fuster. She had previously first married JACOB BRUNSON.[9]  

Jacob was the son of Abraham Brunson of St. James Goose Creek Parish, SC. She had married 

second ROBERT LAMMONS who may have also been from the Goose Creek area if (as is very 

likely) he was associated with FRANCIS LAMMONS, who also appears in the Giessendanner 

records and was identified in militia rolls from the Beach Hill area of St. Paul’s Parish.[10]   
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 The acreage of Joseph's land grants, awarded at 50 acres for each member of the household, 

suggests that before 1758 there were several additional persons in the Joseph Dukes household 

beyond those known to be children of Joseph Dukes. It is likely that these were Brunson and 

Lammons children from Barbara Fuster Dukes’ first and second marriages who had become part 

of the household. 

 A 1768 lease and release deed that transfers ownership of one-half of Joseph's two-hundred-

acre land grant between Joseph's wife, Barbara Dukes, and her son, MICHAEL DUKES, without 

Joseph's legal participation, documents Joseph's death prior to 1768 and establishes Michael 

Dukes as his heir under primogeniture.[11]  

 Children Of Joseph Dukes and Margaret Eisenhut were: 

2.   a. MICHAEL DUKES, born Abt. 1745; died Aft. 1800.[12]  The lease and release document 

executed by Michael and Barbara in 1768 shows that Michael inherited an interest in the 

only granted lands that Joseph did not sell before his death. South Carolina was under 

primogeniture at the time and Joseph Dukes did not leave a will, so this establishes that 

Michael was the oldest surviving son of Joseph Dukes. The same document refers to 

Michael as a "planter." 

3.   b. THOMAS DUKES, SR., born September 14, 1750, in Orangeburgh, South Carolina;[13]  died 

1846 in Orangeburgh, South Carolina.  He is said to have married Sarah LNU Abt 1780 in 

South Carolina.[14]   Sarah was born Abt. 1760, probably in Orangeburgh, South Carolina; 

died Abt. 1840 in Orangeburgh, South Carolina. 

4.   c. SARAH DUKES, born March 15, 1753;[15]  died Unk.[16]  Her fate is unknown. 

Children Of Joseph Dukes and Barbara Fuster (Brunson) (Lammons) were: 

5.   d. GEORGE ALEXANDER DUKES, born June 21, 1755, in Orangeburgh, South Carolina;[17] died 

Aft. 1777.[15]  No evidence of his existence after 1777 has been found and there is no 

evidence of his having had a wife or children. 

6.   e. SUSANNAH DUKES, born March 27, 1758;[18]  d. Unk. 

7.    f. REBECCAH DUKES, born September 12, 1759;[19]  d. Unk. 

8.   g. JAMES DUKES, born 1760-68, d. Unk. [See Research Note C] 

 

REFERENCES 

A. Documentary evidence and y DNA have shown that Joseph Dukes was not related in the direct 

male line to any of the other DNA tested Duke lineages of English origin in the North American 
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British colonies.[20]  The possibility remains that he might be descended from one of those 

families through a female line. 

 Some researchers identify Joseph’s father as WILLIAM DUKE of Barbados. There is no 

documentary support for this. In fact, there is no evidence that this William Duke ever arrived in 

South Carolina, only that he purchased a ticket from Barbados to Charles Town in 1679, decades 

before Joseph’s presumed birth.[21]  Others identify Joseph’s father as THOMAS GOODMAN DUKE 

of St. Thomas and St. Denis Parish. This is not impossible but there is no evidentiary support. The 

oldest documented child of that family was born in 1735.[22]  Appearing in South Carolina records 

at about the same time as Joseph Duke, it is possible that Thomas Goodman Duke was a brother 

of Joseph Duke, but no documentation of that relationship has been found.  

 Some members the South Carolina Huguenot Du Gué or Dugué family anglicized their name 

occasionally as Duke or Dukes. For example, James Dugué of that family sold land in Jamaica in 

1749 as James Dukes.[23]  The Huguenot Du Gué family descends from 1685 immigrants JACQUES 

DUGUÉ and his wife ELIZABETH DUPUY DUGUÉ of Bésance, Berri, France.[24, 25, 26]       It is possible 

that Joseph Duke of Orangeburgh was a member of this Huguenot family. However, documentary 

proof has not been found and no confirming y DNA match has been identified.   

B. Although his children were baptized in the Orangeburgh parish, there is no record in 

Orangeburgh or elsewhere of Joseph’s marriages to Margaret Eisenhut or to Barbara Fuster. 

However, Rev. John Giessendanner noted instances of illegitimacy in his baptismal records and 

there is no such notation on the birth of any of Joseph’s children. Giessendanner presumably 

recognized whatever authority had married Joseph in both instances. 

 There is also no record of the birth of Joseph’s oldest son, Michael, or of Michael’s mother. As far 

as we know, she was Margaret Eisenhut, his first wife documented in the Orangeburgh parish 

records at the birth of their son Thomas, but it is possible that there was an earlier marriage. The 

death of Margaret Eisenhut Duke is estimated at about 1753/1754 based on the birthdate of her 

last child (Sarah) and that of the first child of Joseph’s subsequent wife, Barbara Fuster (George 

Alexander).  

C. Descendants of James Dukes of Mississippi, born in 1789, correctly identify their origin as the 

Joseph Dukes family of Orangeburgh District, SC. The evidence for their derivation from the 

Orangeburgh Dukes family has been reviewed in detail in an article, “The Dukes of Lemon Creek 

and Mississippi” in the OGS Newsleer.[27] It was concluded there that the James Dukes of 

Mississippi, born in 1789, was the son of James Dukes of Lemons Creek in South Carolina, an 

individual born between 1760 and 1768. It is most probable, based on both DNA and associated 

families, that he was as a son of Joseph Dukes and Barbara Fuster Dukes, born after the end of 

the Giessendanner parish records.  
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 These Mississippi Dukes (who often use “Duke”) are y DNA matches for the Dukes of 

Orangeburgh. They were associated in migration and by marriage with the families of John and 

Joseph Tucker, who were neighbors of the Michael Dukes family on Cale Creek[28] and later of 

James Dukes on Lemons Creek in South Carolina.[29, 30]     
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Family Migration 

During the early and mid-Nineteenth century many descendants of the early Orangeburgh area 

families migrated to Alabama, Georgia, Florida, Arkansas, Texas, Mississippi, Louisiana and other 

points west. The information we have provided about a family’s migration to another state is an 

aempt to document those migrations in order to assist family researchers in connecting their 

ancestors back to Orangeburgh or account for missing branches of their families. 

James Dukes, who has now been traced to the family of Joseph Dukes and his wife Barbara Fuster, 

migrated with his wife and children to Perry County, MS, between 1810 and 1820.   

Lynn Shuler Teague, “The Dukes of Lemons Creek and Mississippi,” Orangeburgh German-Swiss 

Newsleer, Vol. 20:2 (Summer 2022): 10-17. 
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