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FELDER 
(FÄLDER) 

 

First Family Biography 

First Generation 

1.  HANS HEINRICH FELDER, the son of BERNHARD FELDER and his second wife EVA GROB, was born 

23 Mar 1672 in Kappel, St. Gall, Switzerland[2, 12] and died abt. 1738 in Orangeburgh Township, 

South Carolina.[2] He married URSULA ZUBER, the daughter of JÖRG ZUBER and ANNA BÖSCH, on 

24 Apr 1721.[1]  She was baptized 28 Jan 1692 in Wawil, St. Gall, Switzerland and died in 1739 in 

Orangeburgh Township, South Carolina.[2] 

 Hans Heinrich was a "Meister Rothgerber" or master red tanner.[1] A red tanner specialized in 

turning cow hides into the hard red or brown leather used in boots, shoe soles and bags as 

opposed to a white tanner who made softer more supple leather from goat and sheep skins. 

 Hans Heinrich and family traveled down the Rhine to Roerdam where they boarded the ship 

Samuel. After a stop in Cowes they arrived in Charles Town, South Carolina on Sunday, July 13, 

1735.[5]  They and the rest of the Switzers from the Samuel left Charleston for Orangeburgh on 24 

Jul 1735.[5] 

 Hans Heinrich plaed 200 acres of land and a town lot in Orangeburgh Township on 9 Oct 1735.[6] 

The grant for the 200 acres and town lot was issued 17 Sep 1736.[7] The 200 acres would indicate 

a family of four. Three were certainly Hans Heinrich, Ursula, and their son Heinrich. The fourth 

was probably the son Johannes but there is no mention of him in South Carolina records. 

Assuming he was the fourth family member, he would have died before 1739 since there is no 

mention of him in Ursula's Will. 

 Hans Heinrich apparently died in 1738 without a Will. Ursula apparently died in 1739. Her Will was 

dated 30 Aug 1739 and was recorded 8 Nov 1739.[2, 7] Her Will was wrien in German but an English 

translation was done at the time by Christian Moe: 
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 A True and Exact Translation from the German into the English Tongue of the Last Will & 

Testament of Ursula Felderin late of Orangeburgh Township Widow deced Made the 30th 

day of August 1739 Translated P Christian Moe -Anno 1739 the 30th August Have I 

Ursula Felderin upon my Sick Bed, in Consideration of my Dear Child, whose name is John 

Henry Felderin I have ordered to be wrote that he after my Death all that from me and his 

deceased Father Shall be left, that shall he as Rightfull Heir as his property take to hand, 

but as the Child is not Yet in Condition the from his Father and Mother left Eects himself 

to Manage, So have I (as being yet in good Sense) Mr Henry Wurzer him in his Care 

delivered with body & Goods, till He Namely John Henry Felder Nineteen or Twenty years 

of age Shall be, and again promises to be unto him as a Father & to take Care of his Body 

and Soul So fan- God shall give his Grace & shall mentioned Child pay no Boarding unto 

Henry Wurzer and Shall the Child be Obedient to him till the said time Now followeth 

wherein the Left Estate Consists, First Two hundred Acres of Land left by Father and 

Mother, More One hundred, more fifty acres from Gelser, in Summs the Child be an Heir of 

all, be it of horses of Cale or of Debts yet standing Out or House furniture, or 

whatsoever name it may have Now do I Henry Wurtzer promise to take Care of the Boy 

and his Estate as if it were my Own, without Pay Ursula Felderin Test Henry Wurtz W 

Goreing George Giesendanner Jacob Christaller Michell Christopher Rowe Recorded this 

8th Day of Novemb' 1739  [2, 8] 

 Heinrich (Henry) Felder was 13 years old at the time of his mother's Will. Of the three tracts of 

land left to Henry Felder by his parents, the 200 acres was presumably that granted to Hans 

Heinrich Felder in 1736. The source of the 100-acre tract is not mentioned and the 50-acre tract 

had been granted to Daniel Goltzer or Geltzer on 17 Sep 1736.[2]  

 Children of Hans Heinrich Felder and Ursula Zuber are: 

  a. BERNHARD FELDER, bapt. 13 Feb 1722 in Wawil, SG, Switzerland,[1]  d. 3 May 1722 in 

Wawil, age "11 weeks".[1] 

 b.  ZUSANNA FELDER, bapt. 26 Mar 1723 in Wawil, SG, Switzerland,[1]  d. 7 Nov 1726 in Wawil, 

Age "3 yrs 7 months".[1] 

 c.  JOHANNES FELDER, bapt. 20 Jan 1725 in Wawil, SG, Switzerland,[1]  d. 2 Mar 1725 in 

Wawil, age "6 weeks".[1] 

+2.  d.  HEINRICH FELDER, bapt. 21 Mar 1726 in Wawil, SG, Switzerland.[1]  ] (see below) 

 e.  BERNHARD FELDER, bapt. 19 Mar 1728 in Wawil, SG, Switzerland,[1]  d. 21 Aug 1732 in 

Wawil, age "5 years".[1] 

  The death record says only: "21 Aug 1732: A 5 years old lile boy; his father, Hans Heinrich 

Felder, red tanner from the Point".[1] Earlier work aributed this death record to 
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Heinrich,[2,3,12]  however it is virtually certain that the dead "5 years old lile boy" was 4 ½ 

year old Bernhard rather than 6 ½ year old Heinrich. 

 f.  ZUSANNA FELDER, bapt. 12 Dec 1730 in Wawil, SG, Switzerland,[1]  d. 10 Jan 1731 in Wawil, 

age "5 weeks".[1] 

 g.  ZUSANNA FELDER, bapt. 2 Jan 1732 in Wawil, SG, Switzerland,[1]  d. 31 Aug 1732 in 

Wawil.[1] 

  The death record says only: "Item [31 August] A lile daughter, her father, Master Hanß 

Heinrich Felder, / red tanner, from the Point." 

 h.  JOHANNES FELDER, bapt. 11 Oct 1733 in Wawil, SG, Switzerland,[1]  probably died in South 

Carolina between 1735 and 1739. 

  No death record can be found in the Wawil Parish Records (which appear to be 

complete) for Johannes so he is presumed to have emigrated with his parents and older 

brother. Since he is not mentioned in his mother's will and since his father's grant implies 

a family of four, he is presumed to have died in South Carolina between 1735 and 1739. 

Second Generation 

2.  HEINRICH FELDER [Capt. Henry Felder, Sr.], was baptized 21 Mar 1726 in Wawil, St. Gall, 

Switzerland[1] and was "killed by a party of Tories in 1780" in Orangeburgh Township, South 

Carolina. He married (1) MARY ELISABETH SHAUMLÖFFEL 15 Dec 1747 in Orangeburg Township, 

South Carolina.[10, 11] He married. (2) CATHARINA MAGDALENA SCHNELL abt. 1772.[2] She was 

baptized. 14 Apr 1747 in Orangeburgh Township, South Carolina.[10, 11] 

 Although his mother's will calls him John Henry (Hans Heinrich), he was baptized Heinrich and 

there is no indication (other than his mother’s Will) that he was ever called anything except 

Henry (Heinrich). 

 On 10 May 1751 Henry Felder, Cordwainder, purchased 200 acres from Abraham Husenhood and 

his wife Mary (see the Hazelwood First Family Biography).[9] A cordwainder was a person who 

worked or dealt in fine red or brown leather (cordovan). Thus, Henry appears to have followed in 

his father's footsteps as a worker or dealer in leather. In later records he was referred to as Henry 

Felder, Planter. Also, according to his son, he "kept store in his Dwelling House near 

Orangeburgh" in 1778 when the building was burned by Tories.[3] 

 

RESEARCH NOTES: 

Earlier Swiss research was apparently based on the Toggenburgisches Genealogienwerk,[12] a 

compilation of Toggenburg area baptism, marriage and death records. Unfortunately, the 
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Toggenburgisches Genealogienwerk[12] incorrectly aributed the death of Hans Heinrich's "5 years 

old lile boy" to 6 ½ year old Heinrich instead of 4 ½ year old Bernhard. 
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Family Migration 

During the early and mid-Nineteenth century many Orangeburgh area families migrated to Alabama, 

Georgia, Arkansas, Texas, Mississippi, Louisiana and other points west. The information we have 

provided  about a family’s migration to another state is an aempt to document those migrations in 

order to assist family researchers in connecting their ancestors back to Orangeburgh or accounting 

for missing branches of their families.  

Several members of the FELDER family migrated to Alabama, Georgia, and Mississippi.  See the 

Orangeburgh Migrations Project for more information about them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please help maintain, correct and expand these pages. Send comments, corrections, updates 

and additions to: migrations@ogsgs.org 
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