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WANNERMAKER 
(Wannemacher, Wannenmacher) 

 

First Family Biography 

1.  JACOB WANNEMACHER married ANNA CATHARINA SCHULER, the daughter of JOHANN JAKOB 

SCHULER and ANNA MARGRETHA LAUER,[4] on 3 Dec 1740 in Orangeburgh Township, South 

Carolina.[1, 2]  She was baptized on 17 Oct 1720 in Lambsborn, Germany.[4] 

 On 25 Nov 1749, Catherine Wanymaker petitioned for 300 acres of land on behalf of her husband, 

stating that he had a wife and four children.[3] There is no record of the 300 acres being surveyed 

or granted. 

 "Meeting of Saturday 25 November 1749 
 Pages 723-724: Read the Humble Petition of Catherine Wanymaker in behalf of her Husband 

seing forth that the Pet'rs Husband had a Wife and four Children for whom and himself he 

never had any Grant of Land or Warrant of Survey in this Province and was desirous of 

improving some of his Majestys Vacant Land, prayed to lay out to the Pet'r 300 acres of Land 

in the Fork of Pon Pon River and that he might have a Grant for the same. Signed Catherine 

Wanymaker (+). The Granting the Prayer thereof was Postponed as there were but three of 

the Council Present."  [3] 

 On 26 Mar 1765, a Jacob Wannamaker plat for 200 acres of land on Lile Bull Swamp was 

certified. This land lay between that of Henry Rickenbacker and Joseph Robinson.[8] 

 Children of Jacob Wannemacher and Anna Cathrina Schuler are: 

a.  WILLIAM WANNEMACHER, bapt. 30 May 1742 in Orangeburgh Township, South Carolina.[1, 2] 

b.  JACOB WANNEMACHER, b. ??, d. 1795 in Orangeburgh District, South Carolina, m. Ann Rumph, 

daughter of Jacob Rumph and Ann Datwyler, abt. 1770. She b. 26 Aug 1750, bapt. 16 Sep 1750 

in Orangeburgh Township, South Carolina.[1, 2] 

c.  [unknown] WANNEMACHKER, b. ??, d. ?? in Orangeburgh District, South Carolina.[3] 
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d.  HENRY WANNEMACHKER, bapt. 14 Apr 1747, d. bef. Mar 1756 in Orangeburgh Township, South 

Carolina.[1, 2] 

e.  ANNE WANNEMACHER, b. 31 May 1752, bapt. 17 Dec 1752 in Orangeburgh Township, South 

Carolina.[1, 2] 

f.  HENRY WANNEMACHKER, b. 27 Mar 1756, bapt. 10 Apr 1757 in Orangeburgh Township, South 

Carolina.[1, 2] 

g.  MARY MAGDALEN WANNEMACHER, b. 4 Oct 1757, bapt. 25 Jun 1758, d. 21 Jun 1760 in 

Orangeburgh Township, South Carolina. Buried in Old Pioneer Cemetery (Churchyard). [1, 2] 

h.  ANNA WANNEMACHKER, b. 5 Mar 1760, bapt. 18 May 1760 in Orangeburgh Township, South 

Carolina, d. 21 Jun 1760 in Orangeburgh Township, South Carolina. Buried in Old Pioneer 

Cemetery (Churchyard). [1, 2] 

The name Wannemacher comes from the Latin "Vannus" which is a winnowing basket. In German 

this became "Wanne" (plural Wannen) and later came to mean also trough or tub (in modern 

German a "Badewanne" is a bathtub). A Wannemacher or Wannenmacher was one who made 

winnowing baskets. Wannemacher was not a common surname in Eighteenth Century Germany 

and Switzerland but occurs often enough to not be considered unusual. A slightly more common 

surname with the same etymology is Wanner. 

 

RESEARCH NOTES: 

Most Wannamaker genealogies oer some form of the following: "Jacob Wannamaker arrived in 

America in 1738 from the Rhineland of Germany via Switzerland." Some mention that, "he was born in 

Speyer, Germany in 1714." Others add that "he traveled via Zurich." None cite their sources! It is fact 

that a Jacob Wannemacher arrived in Philadelphia on the ship Charming Nancy, from Roerdam, on 

9 Nov 1738 and that his age was given as 24.[5] That this is the Orangeburgh Jacob, that he was born 

in Speyer, and that he traveled via Switzerland are all assertions for which I've been unable to find 

any documentation. 

I find it suggestive that Johan Jakob Schuler (Jacob's father-in-law) was baptized in Ferenbalm, 

Switzerland. Ferenbalm is listed as the only Wannemacher home village in Switzerland in the 

Eighteenth Century.[7] Unfortunately, I've had no luck connecting Jacob Wannemacher to Ferenbalm. 

- jer 
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Other references to this surname are found in OGSGS Newsleers: v1, pp. 5, 16, 20, 21, 22, 27, 91, 98, 

127; v2, pp. 89, 150; v3, pp. 7, 32, 44; v4, pp. 12, 64, 73; v5, pp. 2, 39, 64, 115, 134, 137; v6, pp. 13, 35, 86, 

106, 107, 126; v7, pp. 80, 94, 148; v8, p. 59; v10, pp. 62, 86, 89, 90; v11, pp. 21, 84. 

 

Information provided by Jim Rickenbacker 7/14/08.  
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Family Migration 

During the early and mid-Nineteenth century many Orangeburgh area families migrated to Alabama, 

Georgia, Arkansas, Texas, Mississippi, Louisiana and other points west. The information we have 

provided  about a family’s migration to another state is an aempt to document those migrations in 

order to assist family researchers in connecting their ancestors back to Orangeburgh or accounting 

for missing branches of their families.  

At this time, we have no record of descendants with this surname having migrated to other states. If 

you have updated information, please share your documents with the Orangeburgh Genealogical 

Society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please help maintain, correct and expand these pages. Send comments, corrections, updates 

and additions to: migrations@ogsgs.org 

 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: An initial implementation of these pages (and most of the information for 
them) was created by Gene Jeries and published on this web site about 2002. The pages were 
removed from the web site when maintaining and updating the many files proved too onerous. With 
Gene's consent, we are republishing these files as an aid to Orangeburgh researchers and are 
working on streamlining the maintenance and update process. 
 
DISCLAIMER: The family information included in Orangeburgh Family Migrations was compiled from 
a variety of sources, many of which are not documented. These pages have not been checked for 
accuracy and should not be treated as authoritative documentation on these families. They are 
provided as a hopefully helpful source of leads to further research into these families. 
  


