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RUPLE 
(ROPPELL, ROPPEL) 

 

First Family Biographies 

1.  HANS JACOB ROPPEL was baptized 6 May 1736 in Frenkendorf, BL, Switzerland.[1, 2] Hans Jacob 

was the oldest son of MICHEL ROPPEL and URSULA HORAND. [1, 2] Hans Jacob married Margreth 

Tschudy, of Frenkendorf on 15 Mar 1762.[1] She was baptized 16 July 1741.[1, 2, 3] 

 Jacob, along with his wife, Margreth, and their children, Hans Jacob Jr. and Margreth, declared 

Pennsylvania as his emigrant destination.[3] Jacob was manumied June 10, 1767, after declaring 

property of 678 .19 lbs.[3] 

 Jacob is likely the immigrant who arrived in Philadelphia on the Ship Sally on 10 Nov 1767. The 

name Jacob Bobell[33] or Gobell[31] appears between the names of Johannes Tschudy and Marti 

Tschudi.[31, 33] The original Pennsylvania immigrant list was wrien in old-German script.[32] The 

starting capitals in old-German script are notoriously diicult to decipher so this could very well 

be Jacob Roppel. Acording to Faust, Jacob Roppel, Johannes Tschudy (Jacob's brother-in-law), 

and Martin Tschudy were all 1767 emigrants from the Füllinsdorf/Frenkendorf area.[3] 

 Children of Hans Jacob Roppel and Margreth Tschudy are: 

a. MARGRETH ROPPEL was baptized 23 Jan 1763 in Frenkendorf, BL, Switzerland.[1, 2] 

b.  JACOB ROPPEL was born 23 Nov 1765 in Füllinsdorf and baptized 25 Nov 1765 in Frenkendorf, 

BL, Switzerland.[1, 2] A note in the supplemental baptism record for Jacob says he died 15 Jun 

1836 in Munchen[stein?]. The origin of this note is unknown.[1] 

 

2.  MARTIN ROPPEL was baptised 26 May 1737 in Frenkendorf, BL, Switzerland[1, 2, 3] and died abt. 1790 

in Orangeburgh Township, South Carolina. Martin was the second son of MICHEL ROPPEL and 

URSULA HORAND.[1,2] Martin married BARBARA SCHAUB on 10 Oct. 1763, in Frenkendorf, BL, 

Switzerland.[1, 2] Barbara was baptized 7 May 1741 in Wiinsburg, BL, Switzerland.[3] 
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 The villages of Füllinsdorf and Frenkendorf are located about 10 km. southeast of Basel and 

about 3 km south of the Rhine River. The two villages are separated by the Ergolz River. 

 Following sale of his property on 19 Nov 1771 during a terrible famine,[6] Martin submied a 

petition to emigrate to the Swiss governing council at Basel on February 24, 1772.[5] Martin paid 

his manumission tax, and left Switzerland later in 1772 along with wife, Barbara, and children 

Johannes and Elsbeth.[3, 4] 

 Martin Roppel, his wife and children arrived in Charles Town, South Carolina, on Monday, Dec. 21, 

1772 aboard the Sincere Friend along with numerous other French and Germanic passengers.[7,8,9] 

Martin petitioned for 250 acres of land on January 6, 1773. The petition of Martin and his fellow 

passengers stated that the passengers were "under the direction of" Lewis De St. Pierre.[8,9] 

 St. Pierre's primary venture was grape growing in Granville county, South Carolina. There, French 

immigrants seled New Bordeaux which was located in Hillsborough Township in 1768 under 

Pierre's leadership.[11] The selement was also known as Long Cane Creek along the Savannah 

River.[10] On Thursday, August 8, 1771, it was reported: "Yesterday, embarked and sailed for 

England, in order to go from thence to France, and procure Persons experienced in the Culture of 

Wine and Silk, Mesnil De St. Pierre, Esq."[12] Later, the Ship Carolina Packet brought "30,000 

Plants of Vines producing the true Champagne and Burgundy Grapes, procured by the Assiduity 

of Mr. Mesnil de St. Pierre (for the French Selement at Long-Canes called New Bourdeaux) who 

has received great Encouragement in London, to perfect his Scheme of making Wines in that 

Part of this Province, and obtained from the Society of Arts a Gold Medal."[13] 

 Martin supported the American cause by furnishing supplies to the Revolutionary army.[20] After a 

lengthy delay for the Revolutionary War, both Martin and his son, John, plaed lands southeast 

of present-day Orangeburg, SC on the old Charleston Highway. On July 9, 1789, Martin Roupel 

had 238 acres of land surveyed and plaed by David Squire on Middle Pen Creek, Orangeburgh 

District.[14]  The land bordered lands of his son, John Roupel, and a Mr. Buzzard (probably Henry 

Buzzard),[16] a surname later connected to the Ruple family.[14, 15] 

 Children of Martin Roppel and Barbara Schäub are: 

a. JOHANNES (John J.) ROPPEL was born 16 Jul,1764 in Füllinsdorf, baptized 22 Jul 1764 in 

Frenkendorf, BL, Switzerland[1, 2, 3] and died in 1846 in Orangeburgh District, SC.[19] He married 

Catherine E. Ayers (1768-1814).[19] 

 John Rouple had 150 a. of land plaed on May 25, 1789. It was situated on the waters of the 

Edisto in Orangeburgh District. This land was surveyed and plaed by James Dougherty. 

John's father, Martin, was listed as a neighbor.[18] 

 The homestead property is thought to contain the unmarked cemetery and tombstone of the 

immigrant, Johannes Roppel, and perhaps his parents Martin and Barbara. The GPS 
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coordinates of this unmarked grave site are: N 33° 25.324' W 080° 45.044'. A tall, polished 

granite monument to John J. Ruple indicates that John J. was born in Germany in 1761, died in 

1846, that he came to this country as a boy, and fought in the Revolutionary War.[19] Although 

John did, in fact, fight for the American cause,[21] he did not come from Germany. DNA testing 

in 2006 finally confirmed that the Ruple family of Orangeburg (as well as the Ruple family 

descended from Jacob Ruple of St. Mahews' parish, including the author, likely came from 

the town of Füllinsdorf, Switzerland. where "matching" DNA was found.[22] 

 Ruples Tavern is shown on the 1825 Atlas of Orangeburgh District, SC by Robert Mills.[17] This 

log structure was built by John J. Ruple around 1800 and also served as a Post Oice. The 

Tavern is thought to have been located on the Old Ruple Homestead This homestead 

property is located on Hwy 178, 7.2 miles south of the intersection of SC Hwy 178 and SC Hwy 

21 Bypass.[19] 

b.  ELISABETH (Elsbeth) ROPPEL was born 9 Sep 1768 in Füllinsdorf and baptized 11 Sept. 1768 in 

Frenkendorf, BL, Switzerland[1, 2] and died in South Carolina. 

c.  JACOB RUPLE was likely the older of two male children of Martin Roppel. They were found 

living with Barbarah Roupel (Martin's wife) next door to John Roupel (Martin's oldest son) in 

1790. [23] Though Martin probably died just before this census, Barbarah had one male under 

age sixteen in the household and one over that age. Jacob is thought to be one of these 

children due to the German naming paerns, i.e., Jacob's first-born son was later named 

Martin, just like his putative father, the immigrant Martin.[21] 

 In adulthood, Jacob Ruple (author's ggg grandfather) lived about twelve miles from Martin's 

property near Four Hole Swamp.[24] He owned 747 acres in 1818. 

 A field trip in May of 2011, further pinpointed the location of Jacob's property near that of 1820 

census neighbor Aaron Way. Way's cemetery was discovered on that trip along Weatherby 

Lane, at GPS Coordinates: 33deg, 26'56.58" N, 80 deg, 36'05.78" W. This cemetery lies south 

of Hwy 301, just west of Way Road, north of Woolbright road and east of Hwy 176 (Old State 

Road).[24, 25, 28, 29, 30] 

 Jacob's children were: (1) Martin, b. 31 Jan 1806; (2) Emanuel, b. 10 Sept 1807(author's gg 

grandfather); (3) William David (b. 26 June 1809), and (4) Clarasy, all born in Orangeburg 

District, South Carolina.[24] It is unknown whom Jacob married. Jacob was a veteran of the War 

of 1812 having been in both Juhan's and Youngblood's Militias. [25, 26] He likely died in Lowndes 

County, Mississippi 1837-39, where he was last known to have lived with his son, Emanuel 

Ruple.[27] DNA links Jacob with the Orangeburg group of known descendants of John 

(Johannes) Ruple, the immigrant Martin Ruple's (Roppel's) oldest son.[22] 
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Family Migration 

During the early and mid-Nineteenth century many Orangeburgh area families migrated to Alabama, 

Georgia, Arkansas, Texas, Mississippi, Louisiana and other points west. The information we have 

provided  about a family’s migration to another state is an aempt to document those migrations in 

order to assist family researchers in connecting their ancestors back to Orangeburgh or accounting 

for missing branches of their families.  

Several members of the RUPLE family migrated to Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana.  See the 

Orangeburgh Migrations Project for more information about them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please help maintain, correct and expand these pages. Send comments, corrections, updates 

and additions to: migrations@ogsgs.org 
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DISCLAIMER: The family information included in Orangeburgh Family Migrations was compiled from 
a variety of sources, many of which are not documented. These pages have not been checked for 
accuracy and should not be treated as authoritative documentation on these families. They are 
provided as a hopefully helpful source of leads to further research into these families. 
  


