
DNA Basics and New Tools

At Family Tree DNA



FTDNA Changes due to EU GDPRs

• EU General Data Protection Regulations went into effect May 

2018

• FTDNA changed some of their privacy settings in order to 

comply

• Some of these changes have affected project administrators’ 
ability to work with data of some members

• ALL of our project members need to revisit their privacy 

settings and adjust them as necessary



• Upper Left 

Corner of Your 

FTDNA 

Homepage

• Click on 

“Manage 
Personal 

Information”



Review Account Settings



1 - Adjust Privacy and Sharing Settings



2 - Adjust Project Preferences



3 - Add Surnames



Create A Tree & Link Known Relatives



Matches get Sorted!!



Recombination



Segments (cM)

•Matches show relationship range based on combination of 

total segments and longest segment

• Focus on longest segments for best results:

• Segments 10 cM and above should come from a 

genealogically relevant common ancestral couple at least 

90% of time

• Segments at 7 cM may be from genealogically relevant 

common ancestral couple only about 50% of time



Common Ancestral Couple(s)



Cousins





More Cousins



Multiple Cousin Relationships



Chromosome Browser



Using Chromosome Browser



Mapping Your Chromosomes


